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COUNTRY HOUSE

DOONBEG
LOCATION Set on one and a half miles of rugged,
crescent-shaped coastline and overlooks a wide sandy
beach. The golf course, designed by Greg Norman, is
one of Ireland's newest links courses. Doonbeg village
is famous for its traditional and other music.
CHARACTER The Lodge opened in 2006 but has been
cleverly designed to feel like an

antiques and deep sofas upholsteredinrish tweeds
and tartans. Everythingis in a soft, muted palette of
greys, browns and creams. There are also four-
bedroom cottages apart from the main house whlch
areideal for families or groups.

FOOD Huge Irish breakfasts are served with a few
American-friendly touches such as bagels and
pancakes. Homemade soups and club sandwiches are
available and lunch and dinner are modern Europeanin
style, but with lots of local touches, from Dublin Bay
prawns to Burren spring lamb.

old manor house, with the use
of reclaimed oak floorboards,
antique flagstones and old-

+ | fashioned light switches.

, | Communal areas aren't huge,

|| but have fine views over the
18th and the Atlantic beyond,
and are cosy and comfortably
furnished, with huge stone
fireplaces.

ROOMS Each of the suitesis
privately owned and rented out
d | tovisitors and thus are more
like apartments than normal
hotel bedrooms, Most have two
or four bedrooms, small
kitchens and spacious sitting
rooms, all furnished with

WE LIKE Darby's pub, a short
walk from the main house, with
alovely view over the first hole;
it's agreat place to have an
informal mealor a pint. The
White Horses Spais well
equipped and the caviar facial
is sublime.
NOT SOKEEN The uglry. white,
static marquee-style function
room (present from April to
October) sitting incongruously
adjacent to the golf course
really spoils the view.
ESSENTIALS 0035365905
5600; www.doonbeggolfclub.
com. Doubles from €120 (£103).
URSULA LAKE
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